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(54) Title: APPARATUS FOR REMOVING FLEAS FROM ANIMALS 




(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to an apparatus which can be connected to the suction side of a vacuum cleaner or another source of 
partial vacuum for removing fleas, lice and the like from animals, in particular pets in the broadest sense, to which apparatus a 
brush, a comb (6) or a similar object can be coupled which can be moved through the fur of the animal and carry with h the fleas 
and the like present in the fur, and which apparatus comprises a mesh unit (receptacle 1) with a non-return valve (5) which can be 
opened by an air flow counter to the action of a return spring (9). 
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Title: Apparatus for removing fleas from animals 



The invention relates to an apparatus for removing fleas 
or lice from animals, in particular pets in the broadest sense 
of the word. 

Heretofore, chemical means have been used for this 
5 purpose, best known among them being the so-called flea 

collar, which the animal wears around its neck. Such chemical 
means constitute a considerable burden on the environment and 
usually the animals experience them as unpleasant. 

These drawbacks are avoided with an apparatus as claimed 

10 in claim 1. 

The apparatus according to the invention can be connected 
to a source of suction, for example a vacuum cleaner, and 
fleas or lice can be collected by means of the comb or brush, 
whereafter they are sucked up, pass the open non-return valve 

15 and are collected in the receptacle, where they are firmly 
clamped to the walls of the mesh, i.e. they cannot escape 
while the suction flow is maintained. When the source of 
suction is switched off and the suction flow drops out the 
non-return valve closes and the fleas are locked within the 

20 receptacle. After it has been used once or several times, the 
full and closed receptacle can be removed and replaced by a 
new one. The fleas locked therein can be destroyed in an 
appropriate manner. 

In the following, the invention will be further explained 

25 with reference to two embodiments of the apparatus for 
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removing fleas and the like from the furs of pets, as shown in 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figs. 1 and 2 are cutaway cross-sectional side-views of a 
first embodiment of the apparatus with closed and open 
5 non-return valve, respectively; 

Fig. 3 is a side-view of the brush or comb in the 
embodiment of Figs. 1 and 2; 

Figs. 4 and 5 are side-views, corresponding to Figs. 1 and 
2, of a second, preferred embodiment of the apparatus; and 
10 Fig. 6 schematically shows the grip coupling with which 

the apparatus can be connected to the tube of a vacuum 
cleaner. 

According to Figs. 1 and 2, the apparatus for removing 
fleas and the like from the furs of pets con5>rises a flexible 

15 hose 10 having one end connected to a pipe 2 by means of a 
detachable screw coupling 4. The pipe 2 extends through a 
stopper 3 of rubber, cork or a similar resilient material for 
sealing the connection of the attachment to the suction tube 
11 of a vacuum cleaner or other apparatus with which a reduced 

20 pressure can be created. 

The relevant end of the pipe 2 is provided with a screw 
coupling 2a for detachably attaching a mesh unit 1 in the form 
of a fine-meshed receptacle. The receptacle 1 is provided with 
a non-return valve 5 which is biased into the closed position 

25 by means of a spring 9. 

According to Fig. 3, the other end of the hose 10 
comprises a screw coupling 8 for connecting a comb or brush 6, 
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which is provided with suction openings 6b between the teeth 
or the brush hairs . At the head of the comb or brush a suction 
opening 7 is provided through which fleas can be sucked up 
from places which are difficult to reach with the comb or 
5 brush. 

According to the preferred embodiment of Figs. 4-6, in 
which corresponding parts are indicated by the same reference 
numerals as in Figs. 1-3 , the mesh unit 1 is mounted directly 
in the handle 6c of the comb or brush 6, for example by means 

10 of a screw coupling 2a. The non-return valve in this 

embodiment is a poppet valve 5 which is biased into the closed 
position by a coil spring 9. 

The handle 6c is connected to the flexible hose 10 by a 
swivel coupling, which is shown as a ball-and-socket joint 4a, 

15 which hose 10 can be coupled to a tube 11 of a vacuum cleaner 
by means of a grip coupling 12. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An apparatus which can be connected to the suction side of 
a vacuum cleaner or another source of partial vacuum for 
removing fleas , lice and the like from animals , in particular 
pets in the broadest sense f to which apparatus a brush, a comb 

5 (6) or a similar object can be coupled which can be moved 
through the fur of an animal and carry with it the fleas and 
the like present in the fur, and which apparatus comprises a 
mesh unit (receptacle 1) with a non-return valve (5) which can 
be opened by an air flow counter to the action of a return 
10 spring (9) . 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
apparatus can be connected to a suction tube (11) of a vacuum 
cleaner or the like by means of a flexible hose (10) and a 
gripping sleeve coupling (grip coupling 12) . 

15 3. Apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that 
the apparatus comprises a ball-and-socket joint (4a) . 
4. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims , 
characterized in that the mesh unit (1) with the non-return 
valve (5, 9) is designed as a replaceable f detachable unit. 

20 5. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that the comb or brush (6) comprises a 
cylindrical housing with suction openings (6b) between the 
teeth or brush hairs (6a) extending radially therefrom and a 
suction opening <7) is present at the head thereof. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 23 March 1992 (Z3.03.92); 
original claims 1 and 4 replaced by amended claim 1; 
claims 2 and 3 replaced by amended claim 3; 
claim 5 replaced by amended claim 4; new claim 2 added (1 page)] 

1. An apparatus which can be connected to the suction side of 
a vacuum cleaner or another source of partial vacuum for removing 
fleas , lice and the like from animals, in particular pets in the 
broader sense, to which apparatus a brush, a comb (6) or a similar 

5 object can be coupled which can be moved through the fur of an 

animal and carry with it the fleas and the like present in the fur, 
and which apparatus comprises a receptacle (1) provided with a non- 
return valve (5) which can be opened by an air flow, said 
receptacle together with said non-return valve being detachably 
10 mounted within said apparatus, characterized in that said 

receptacle (1) being a mesh unit and said non-return valve being a 
spring (9) biased valve. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, characterized in that said 
non-return valve being a spring biased poppet valve (5) . 

15 3 # Apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the apparatus 

can be connected to a suction tube (11) of a vacuum cleaner or the 
like by means of a flexible hose (10), characterized in that said 
apparatus comprises as a connecting means to said flexible hose 
(10) a gripping sleeve coupling (grip coupling 12) and a ball-and- 

20 socket joint (4a) . 

4. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims, 

characterized in that the comb or brush (6) comprises a cylindrical 
housing with suction openings (6b) between the teeth or brush hairs 
(6a) extending radially therefrom and a suction opening (7) is 

25 present at the head thereof. 
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